
			[image: CapCommStudentLogoSmall.jpg]
Howard University
CapComm Lab
Summer 2024
Podcast 2 Transcript - Janae Elkins


Dr. Tyree: [00:00:06] Welcome to the third installment of Students, Scientists, and Stakeholders. The NCAS-M podcast gives listeners the opportunity to learn more about the NOAA Center for Atmospheric Sciences and meteorology, and hear from the most important people who make the center work: our students, our scientists, and our stakeholders. Our first series focused on students, the second on faculty, and this series will spotlight our alum. We will hear from some of our alum about how the NCAS-M grant program impacted them and where they are now. I'm your host, Dr. Tia C. M. Tyree, a professor in the Cathy Hughes School of Communications at Howard University, and most importantly, a longtime member of the NCAS, NCAS-M grant. My role within the center is to communicate the various activities that happen, showcase what we do, how we do it, and share our success stories.
Dr. Tyree: [00:01:23] Today, we're excited to sit down with an alum and hear her story. Since 2000, we have changed the scientific landscape by fostering a culture of fellowship, collaboration, and interdisciplinary studies through our multiple partnerships with minority-serving institutions (MSIs) and historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) across the country and beyond, all because of the support of NOAA. Today, I am pleased to welcome Janae Elkins. She is the Emergency Response Meteorologist at the National Weather Service. She was with us from 2014 to 2018, so not so long ago. She is hailing from the Jackson State University where she earned a BS in Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology. How are you today, Janae?
Janae: [00:02:08] I'm doing good, Dr. T. Thank you for having me. And good morning to everyone listening on the podcast today. Eexcited to be here.
Dr. Tyree: [00:02:14] Yes, yes. We're excited to have you. You're going to be our second guest in this series, which is very exciting. And I have to just go ahead and say our first guest was John Moore, also a Jackson State University alum. So you're stacking the deck against us, but that's okay. That’s okay!
Janae: [00:02:17] That's right Bleed the Blue, Bleed the Blue.
Dr. Tyree: [00:02:19] Yes, yes. Actually, you know what, we're just going to immediately take a sidetrack. I was trying to figure out what your mascot was. And I couldn't figure it out. 
Janae: [00:02:28] The Tiger! Jackson State Tigers. 
Dr. Tyree: [00:02:30] All right. So the Jackson State Tigers, there we are. All right, now we got that out of the way. So tell me a little bit about your experience at Jackson State University, a very popular HBCU, and what sparked your interest in the STEM field.
Janae: [00:02:47] Well, first, let me just start by saying that going to Jackson State was probably the best decision that I could have made in my entire life thus far. I mean, going to an HBCU is a one-of-a-kind experience. You will see, meet people, and do things that, personally, I don't think that at any other schools, you wouldn’t be able to experience those types of experiences at any other school. How I got into the STEM field, I knew since the age of six that I wanted to be a meteorologist. Having that drive in me, I knew I had to take certain steps to become a meteorologist. My mother was very supportive of my dreams and she pumped HBCUs into us. I was born and raised in Gary, Indiana, and so there are several colleges that offer degrees in meteorology, but I made it a point to go to an HBCU. So it wasn’t hard to come across Jackson State when doing my research. There’s also a lot of people in Gary who have gone to HBCUs, and specifically Jackson State, so I had always heard about the school. The transition was really easy for me; I applied, got accepted, and then here we are years later, now being alum from the school, taking what I've learned there and implementing it into the work that I do today.
Dr. Tyree: [00:04:27] I'm going to take you back because every time we do a podcast, we ask about that origin story of getting into STEM. And everyone has a story about when they were less than 10 years old. For me, I actually did my undergraduate studies in broadcast journalism because my mom watched the news every day, and as a child, I was just so fixated on the news. So what happened at six years old when you were like that's what I want to do? Do you remember that moment or moments?
Janae: [00:05:01] I don't think there was a particular moment at that age. Growing up in Indiana, we got all kinds of weather except for tropical, of course. So we experienced heat, definitely snow, and cold, a lot of rain, and severe weather. So I was always fascinated by severe weather, and probably Hurricane Katrina… I had to be around eight or nine years old when Hurricane Katrina happened. In fact, some people who had to unfortunately seek refuge and be displaced actually came to portions of Chicago and Gary. And so we had quite a few people to come from down south and to the midwest. But I think me seeing Hurricane Katrina and what it did to Louisiana and Mississippi probably solidified me wanting to become a meteorologist. At that moment, it was like, "Yeah, okay, I know what I want to do." And it was majority, not even more. So just with the weather, it was just more so I want to help people. That's my main reason for wanting to become a meteorologist - is to help people and make sure that they understand, you know, the weather, and they are able to comprehend the difference, the different safety measures that they have to take. So you know, a situation like Hurricane Katrina, while then you know, being naive and young and not realizing that hurricanes are inevitable, they're gonna happen regardless. But as I got older, and of course, being employed with the National Weather Service, you start to understand the importance of teaching the safety to the public, but especially to the black and brown community. That was something that I have really taken a passion in. And so just all of that combined together, you know, I would just say Hurricane Katrina was probably that moment when I was like, okay, yeah, this is, this is definitely it.
Dr. Tyree: [00:07:11] Yeah. I can tell you that I think for for many of us in the Black community, especially, Hurricane Katrina was a life-changing experience, even if you were not directly impacted. Just those images are something that we won't soon forget. So tell me exactly how got attached to the grant at Jackson State University? What was that experience?
Janae: [00:07:36] So when I first got to Jackson State, NCAS was one of the first things I heard about. So several of the professors there, they made sure to make us aware of NCAS-M. And they were like, as long as you have a 3.0 or higher after your first semester, that fall semester, your freshman year, we're going to look into getting you all on the grant. And so I mean, it was really just as easy as that, after that first semester, maintain the 3.0 or higher and then filled out the application got accepted. And yeah, from that point on, I was on it until I graduated in 2018.
Dr. Tyree: [00:08:20] Excellent. So, who was your, everyone who was a student has a mentor. Who was your mentor, and what kind of projects did you work on while with NCAS-M?
Janae: [00:07:41] So at the time when NCAS was still NCAS before the NCAS-M, we didn't have a particular mentor, or at least my cohort didn't. We actually have like multiple mentors who were alums of Jackson State who were employed at NOAA. So like your bill Parker, Dr. Jimmy Sims, Miss Cindy woods, those individuals were the ones who really served as our mentors and in fact, during my time, in NCAS, Cindy woods, she actually was the technical monitor for the grant. Probably if I had to just choose maybe just one maybe Tom Salem, he at the time was the one chord, no, the SOO, the science operation officer at weather forecasts office in Memphis, Tennessee. And so when I did an internship there, I worked closely with him. Both of my research projects really focused on tornadoes and so the first one it was called the tale of the three super storms and so basically, I researched an area apart of the the Deep South, and you had three tornadoes to roll across the the same areas, and they all produce different types of damage, and they all produce different EF ratings. And so I just wanted to you know, to see how was that that possible? And then the other tornado research that I did was really in correlation with with radar gaps. And so I did that research with weather forecasts office in Jackson, Mississippi. And we basically looked into the main radar there, which is DGX. And at the time, the University of Louisiana Monroe was in the process of getting a radar that is now operational. And it was in a place that could really help solve the radar gap issue between a port portion of Louisiana and Mississippi. And so just work with the team there at the Jackson office and also University of Louisiana Monroe, I was able to take those projects to the American Meteorological Society Conference AMS and also other local conferences there, and Mississippi.
Dr. Tyree: [00:10:49] And this is all as an undergrad that is just an amazing experience to have. I mean, that's some research that PhD students are working on, so that is pretty incredible. So, that leads to the question of, you already sounded experienced enough to get the NOAA, but what was that moment when you actually was able to be a NOAA employee? How did that shift happen for you?
Janae: [00:11:16] So I actually had to compete to get my job. So the NCAS prior to what we know now, this is before they had the DHA, the direct hiring authority and all of that. So I had to compete, I had to actually interview so I went through about 8 to 10 interviews to get that meteorologists intern position, because that was still, they were still doing that meteorologist intern at the time when I graduated. It was of course it was intimidating at first, right? Because you're you graduated now. And even though I had experience with working in a forecast office, because I had internships, and also, I was volunteering at the Jackson office for almost like a year and a half, I had that experience. But still it was it was a bit intimidating, fresh out of college having to do an  interview for federal service. But to make a long story short, I wound up at the Jackson office. And clearly that was where I was supposed to be. Because, you know, everything happens for a reason. And the experience that I gained, there actually led me to the position that I have now. So it's definitely an adjustment from graduation and then entering into federal workforce, no matter what federal agency you are, but it is something that you know, you will definitely remember for the for the rest of your life. Because you have a sense of pride like man, you know, I made it.
Dr. Tyree: [00:12:43] You should be proud of yourself. Just the commitment, just your ability to work through and not lose, you know, hope in the sixth interview, the seven interview, the eight, the interview, all of that shows a level of commitment and passion to your field, and I'm so happy that you stuck with it and you succeeded. So let's talk about… 
Janae: [00:13:11] Thank you.
Dr. Tyree: [00:13:12] Yes, yes, no, thank you, actually, let's talk about your daily activities now. You come to work every day, and what are some of the main things that you do?
Janae: [00:13:24] So my job as a emergency response meteorologist is to basically keep the director and the deputy director and other weather service senior leadership abreast of significant weather impacts. And also it makes significant IDSS. So IDSS stands for decision support services. So I am basically a liaison between the Regional Operations Centers or better known as ROCs. So each region has a ROC so western region, southern region, central region, and so forth. And then I also serve as a liaison to the National Center. So your Storm Prediction Center, your National Hurricane Center, your Weather Prediction Center. So all of those national centers and I basically compile information received that I've received by them. And I briefed that out to the director and Deputy Director of the National Weather Service and also other NWS senior leadership.
Dr. Tyree: [00:14:25] So let me ask you something. As a regular person, just an everyday citizen of Jacksonville or Baltimore, Maryland or New York City, how does what you do impact everyday people? So you note a weather phenomenon, what happens then once you brief your superiors? How does that ball then roll down to someone like me who's now made aware?
Janae: [00:14:56] So my current position I am not the dealing with the public directly as I once was when I was a forecaster at the Jackson office. And so with this position, I'm not forecasting, I'm still going out into the community. But that's just really on my own time. But for this position, let's just say that we have a impactful situation or, for example, over the last few weeks or so we had back to back severe weather events to happen across the High Plains area. So the information that I received from the ROCs and/or the national centers, they could be, you know, statistics, they could be amount of warnings, you know, fatalities, injuries, those types of things, I'm taking that information to, you know, the director and the deputy director, and they may need that information to go brief that out on the heel. And so all of this information could help, you know, the policy makers to really see what is happening and be able to understand the National Weather products a little bit more, more better. So I'm really dealing with it on a like congressional level, your weather forecasts offices, they are really the ones who are the boots on the ground issuing  the warnings and the watches, so they really have a more so direct impact to the public.
Dr. Tyree: [00:16:20] And that is a critical distinction to make, that yes, we need individuals who are helping me wake up in the morning and know what to do or what not to do. But we also need individuals like you who can speak to those who can make changes in budgets, those who can make changes in in policies and procedures and programs that then in turn, help individuals like me, so yes, it's good for you to help us understand that, that there are individuals who help on a higher level that are just as important as the meteorologists that we might, you know, see on the six o'clock news, so with that…
Janae: [00:16:59] Absolutely.

Dr. Tyree: [00:17:00] Yeah, exactly. So with that, I want you to just reflect a little bit before we close on your journey as a as a young girl, fascinated with weather and, and where you are right now, with the National Weather Service, you know, what's the biggest piece of advice you could give to, you know, elementary or middle school student, who may be fascinated with weather too, and how they can, you know, maybe one day become an NCAS student like you.
Janae: [00:17:29] So my biggest advice would be to definitely go after your dreams, if you have a dream, and you have a vision, do everything that you can to, to see it through. A lot of times, especially with us in the black and brown communities, we are not given certain you know, platforms and or we may have a lesser advantage due to, you know, various different reasons. So, when I was growing up, the only meteorologists I saw were on TV, right, the first time that I ever met a meteorologist in person was in college, and those were the meteorologists from the from the National Weather Service. And they weren't meteorologists who looked like me, right. And so even though I did not have that in person interaction, when I was young, I still kept that drive, I still kept that vision, I knew that eventually, this was something that I wanted to be, and I knew that I could do it. So never give up on your dreams and always be be yourself. You as a person will evolve in elementary school, when you transition to middle school, you will be a different person. When you go from middle school to high school, you're going to be a different person, high school to college, a different person. So you are always going to evolve. And with that evolution, you want to make sure that you are remaining true to your core values and remaining true to yourself because that is what will get you you know, into, into into these rooms for my my college students. Don't be afraid to network when you're going out here and to these conferences, make sure that you have some business cards or you whether they're printed out on your phone, make sure you're walking around with resumes in your hand being able to sell yourself and 30 seconds or less practicing that elevator pitch speech. You know I have gotten myself into rooms just by talking with people. A lot of times it's not about what you know, it's who you know, especially the higher you go, that is really you know, one of the one of the main things so definitely just you know keep keep doing what you're doing. Keep at it and if anyone is interested, please look into your your local forecast office or you can go to a weather.gov to look at all of the forecasts offices across the nation, and see if they are doing any type of open houses or shadowing opportunities, or even now, post COVID There are a lot of virtual opportunities. So, you know, really just using technology because when I was younger, we had technology, but it's it's really even more so profound now. So using that technology and and reaching out, but yeah, just never give up. Really, honestly, that's, that's all that, you know, that I can say.
Dr. Tyree: [00:20:35] Well Janae,  I'm telling you to leave us with both inspirational advice, and practical advice is all that I think any of us can ask for. Because so many times you might have the passion, but you don't know how to do it. And you gave us both. So with that, thank you so much, Janae for joining us. It's been a pleasure.
Janae: [00:20:56] Thank you so much. I really appreciate it.
Dr. Tyree: [00:20:59] Yes, yes. And thank you, everyone, for tuning in today for another episode of Students, Scientists, and Stakeholders. To learn more about NCAS-M and the NCAS-M grant, visit our website at www.ncasm-m.org. Also if you're a student and want to be part of our family, be sure to check out the Apply page. You can also stay connected and keep up with our latest updates by following us on our socials on Twitter and Instagram @NCASnews. Until next time, thank you so much for joining us.
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